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Th'e_ Essay

“Creativity is a type of learning process where the teacher and pupil are located in
the same individual.” This is a quote by Arthur Koestler that quite literally explains me.
When I was a young boy, merely the age of seven, I.was taught all these different rules
about how sentences are put together, how to create meaningful leads, and to captivate
the reader. For so long I paid attention to these rules, all the while hating to write and
forgetting the one thing that makes anything fun, which is creativity.

As I transgressed from the‘wonderful days of being on the playground to thev war
that is high school, the rules of vﬁiting didn’t change. The need for creativity grew like a
ravenous monster as the teachers more commonly demanded quality work.
Unfortunately, the life of a teenager rarely gives room for creativity because schools are
focused on meeting the goals of standardized testing. One day while attempting to write
my personal piece, 4 Band of Brothers, for the third time in a row, I decided to say
“enough is enough” and write whatever came to mind. I finished the piece in five
minutes and to this day it remains one of the best pieces Ive ever written.

After gaining this “Write whatever I want and to heck with tﬁe rest” mentality, I
turned to script writihg. The first script I ever wrote was called Scozt Free, Private Eye.
The scribt was decently written, so I decided to make it into a movie. The finished
product earned me first place in state competition for film.

In the later years of my high school career, I turned to the fast paced world of the
newspaper industry. The genre reminded me a lot about how to structure my work more
efficiently. When I first started on the school newspaper I didn’t know how to engage the

audience well, so I turned to reading the local newspaper for guidance. Murder, mayhem,



riots on the streets. All right, some local farmers got into a fight over a newborn calf, but
the topics of the paper didn’t matter. The point is that I noticed how the stories were
written differently based on the subject. 1began to try and write the same Way the
professionals did. The result made my write more fundamentally sound in the sense that
I began to add more detail and language that drew in readers.

Now, upon completion of high school, I believe I have developed all the correct
skills needed to write a proficient portfolio, but more importantly I believe I have
developed a love for writing that will carry me to a fantastic career as either a journalist

or a novelist.



A True Band Of Brothers

A great man once told me a story. This story was about two yeast lying in their
excrements. They sat together pondering what their purpose was. Little did they know
they were making champagne. I was a lot like those yeast, wondering about my purpose,
until one day all that changed.

My quest to find purpose began in July of the year 2003. T had never even heard
of marching band before tha;t‘point, yét [ was still determined to go through with
whatever it brought. That was what I thought, thét was, until the second day of band
camp v;/heﬁ those fateful words were spoken. “We had someone quit yesterday in the
tuba section, we need a volunteer to replace him,” said Mr. M. ... He was the new band
director. .No one really trusted him yet because of the repercussions 6f past eveﬁts with
new dirthors; Now he was asking for a tubé player. Iwasn’t reélly paying attention.
That"s when Andy, one of my sophomore friends, told me to raise my hand so I did.

Everyone started to yell in excitement. Mr. My said with a smug expression “We got

ourselves a tuba player.”

With a puzzled expression on my face I walked to the band room with fellow
freshman, and tuba player, Jeremy. He retrieved a big, black case, which read on the side
Case 3. Jeremy opened the case and pulled out two gargantuan pieces of metallic mass
and put them together. I picked up the 65-pound instrument and gave a disgusted look.
This wasn’t going to be fun.

As the week progressed slowly, I began to get to know my fellow section

members: Adam, the senior and section leader; Arthur, the sophomore saxophone switch
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